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About the piece

This piece is extracted from the suite "On Being" for saxophone quartet and computer. It is
thematically derived from the classical play of Hamlet, and was originally composed to a dance
performance on the play.

The notation is quite open, allowing the players to freely choose several aspects of interpreta-
tion, such as some rythms, tempo, etc.

In this piece the interaction between saxophone and computer is crucial, the computerpart is
totally dependent on the sound recorded live from the saxophone. Furthermore, the computer is
used as a real instrument, playing on the transformed sounds inputed from the saxophone. It also
needs a player for the computer since nothing is preprogrammed.

In the piece there are some special notation and instructions. These are explained on the follo-
wing pages.

Technical information

To play the piece this equipment is needed:

1 computer (apple G4 at least) running MAX/MSP 4.3

the patch made for this piece

One soundcard with one input and two outputs

Preferrably one midicontroller (JLCooper CS-32) to play the computerpatch
One microphone connecting saxophone and computer/soundcard

One mixer with at least one aux send (or two if monitor is used)

PA-system (two channels)
Preferrably a monitor system (for saxophone player)

Durata

Due to the partly improvizational nature of this piece, it is difficult to give an absolute estimation
on the durata, but normally it is played within 5-7 minutes.



Rules for notation

In this piece, there are three different layers of the usage of rythms:
"In tempo" - normally notated music, following normal rules.

"Quasi tempo" - normally notated music with dotted barlines. Perform with rubato.
"Unmeasured" - rythmically free.

Special signs and symbols in unmeasured parts

® = short note

o = longnote

ﬁ = (relatively) very short note, or ornament

9 = phrase ending or very short rest

O\ = rest (if not placed above a note, then it is a normal fermata)
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continue for a while
then fade out.



